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Accourting is adegreethat will allow youto go anywhere. Just ask Bob
Newhart. Bob has been a succesful comedian for more than forty yearsandis an
inducteeof the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences Hall of Fame. He haswon
threeGrammy Awards for two comedy albums, has been honaed with a star onthe
HollywoodWalk of Fame and in 2002 le was the fifth recipient of the Kennedy Center’s
Mark Twain Prize for American Humor. He has appeaed in numerous moviesincluding
Legaly Blonde 2: Red, White and Blonde and EIf. Bobis most famous for two of his $x
television shows: The Bob Newhart Shav (19721978 and Newhart (19821990. The
fina episode of Newhart was ranked by TV Guide as one of the top 5most memorable
moments ontelevision.

The Bob Newhart you seeontelevisionis the genuine Bob Newhart. Heisa
humble, down-to-earth person who spegks with stammers and pauses that have made his
comedy routines famous. | spoketo Bob abou starting his carea as an accountant.

Mr. Newhart: Well, | adually got adegree; | wasadualy in Liberal Artsandin my
Senior year dedded to switch to Commerce, because | was going to go on
to Law Schod from there and felt that that would be abetter preparation;
the businessbadkgroundwould be better for Law Schod than Liberal
Arts, so | switched and asaresult | lost abou 9 credit points which | was
aswred | wouldn’t lose if | switched (Laugtter) by a student courselor,
which adually delayed my entranceinto service by abou six months, so it
wasn't al that bad. (Laughter) I; but then | went to law schod, and | was
inlaw schod abou ayear and a half, and flunked ou of law schod. So |
guessmy origina intention was never redly to become an accountant, but
to beacome alawyer, bu then when | got out of servicel had this degreein
Management with | guessaminor in, maybe amajor in accourting, so |
dedded | guessl’d better try to make my living as an accourtant; certainly
never thinking at that point that | would eventually wind upas a stand up
comic or doing atelevision show. That was the furthest; the furthest thing
from my mind. The question d being very pragmatic and earning; ok how
you're going to earn aliving and deciding ok I'll earn as an acountant.

Dr. Huffman: How did you ¢et your job with U.S. Gypsum, was there an open
acouning position a did you knov someone?
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No | didn't know anybody | guessthere was an ad in the paper and |
applied for it and got the job with U.S. Gypsum.

Ok, you've been quded as saying you were bored and ddn't enjoy your
job. Were you aways thinking, “Man, I've got to dosomething else” or?

No, what | actually thought; | thought; | was; one of my dutieswasin
charge of petty cash which you alluded to* and even then | kind o found
theidiocy of the world you knaw, | mean why spend $5an hou to find
threecents and sometimes goend three or four hours looking for it. So
even then | had thiskind d; that thought, that thisworld waskind o a
very odd pace. | left | think | wasthen; | left U.S. Gypsum and | went
with the Gli dden Company, the paint company, bt in their Soya® Division
and that'swhere | wasin charge of petty cash and | kind d just dedded,
look I'm not going to spend the rest of my life wondering what would
have happened if. Asaresult of the syndicated radio ideathat we had |
said I'm going to give this a shot and seewhat happens, so | left the
Glidden Company and worked full-time on the syndicaed radio program
which was eminently unsuccessul. But | dedded that | wasn't going to
kick myself for the rest of my life saying “why didn't youtry it, why
didn't yougiveit a chance” so | gaveit a chance and | figured | would
giveit ayear, bu then ore year grew into two and two into three ad then
threeinto four, bu there was always sosmething on the horizon and then
along came the making of the first album andthen all of asudden | had a
team of accountants, (Laugher) who thought | knew what | was doing so
they were drcumspect where actualy | didn't know what | was doing.
(Laughter)

That album isvery funny even today. | enjoy listeningtoit.

It hads up, yeah, it doeshadd up,yeah. But | was certainly unprepared for
it. 1 mean | never expeded that it would lead to what it eventually led to:
two television shows and inductioninto the television Hell of fame. |
cetainly never envisioned anything like that. | thought of it maybe &
being; it might be helpful in astand-up caree where ten or twelve people
would show up kecause they heard the dbum. (Laughter)

A few more than that.
A few more showed up.(Lauglter)

Y ou also stated that it'snot easy being an accourtant today, isthat in
reference to Arthur Andersen, my former employer, and Enron a?

! Huff man, Willi am E. “An Accounting Sense of Humor.” The CPA Journal (August 2003: 14-15.
2 Soyais an ingredient of paints that is made from soybeans. It is used in alot of today©s paints
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Yedh, that'swhat | allude to the fad you knaw that even onstage today
I'll say that; I'll tell the story of the petty cash thing and they say well Bob
that isn't the way we; those aren't soundacmurting ginciples and | wind
up saying well, but | guessEnronthose ae soundaccourting principles.

Right.
So it means | wasright all along. (Lauglter)

So when you stated CEO's get nervous when they hea lots of laughter
coming out of the acounting department; (Laugtter) that doesn't redly
apply to ENRON? (Lauglter)

Well, there's omething subversive @ou comedy. There's always,
comedy is basicdly subversive. | remember | pulished an underground
newspaper when | was an accourtant of the goings on ketween, you knaw,
inthe office So there was a; I'm not sure subversive and acourting go
together. (Laugher)

What are your opinions of the accourting professon as awhole today?

Well, hopefully; | hope I've dhanged somewhat the perception d the
acounant as the guy; the humorlessguy with the green shade. They're
red people like everybody else. They have senses of humor. That wasthe
stigma of an accountant, you knaw.

Do you think working as an accountant helped developed your style or
that was just you?

Well, | think there's omething; there'sa conre ction ketween numbers
and humor. There'sa; | don't know exadly what it is but theresalogic
to numbers, bu there's aniill ogic to comedy. Somehow there'sa
conredion ketween numbers and music and comedy, bu | dont know
what it is, but | know it'sthere. | know it'sa cae of 2 and 2equal 5in
terms of a comedian. Y outakethisfad and you take that fact and then
you come up with this ludicrous fad.

Now, | hear you still write out your ideas onthe yellow legal pads. Did
you start that when you were an accourtant?

You knav | dont remember. That just seemed the most logicd place to
doit. I still can't doit ona cmputer even though | have acomputer and
I'm computer literate. It'sinteresting, becaise when we were expeding
our last child, Courtney, which is now almost, well, 26 years ago, we had
to move from where we were whil e we did some; while we alded a
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bedroom and | remember | was looking through Popuar Scienceand |
saw this add for the Commodare Computer, The PET it was cdled; The
PET Computer and it was tape driven. You knav you loaded programs
on; they were ontape. It waslong before the disk or the hard drive or the
CD or anything like that. And | saw this was advertised and redli zed that
my two boys were probably going to come to mein the future and say,
gow does thiswork® and 2how does that work® and so some 26 years ago
| got invalved in theworld of computing. But | still donit; | can't write
my routines on the computer even though it would be eaier in terms of
Microsoft Word ar something like that. It'sjust I'm atraditionalist and |
just; | haveto write it down onayellow, legal size pad of paper.
(Laughter)

Now, did youredly go by your first name of George when youworked as
an accourtant?

Well, my friends knew me as Bob. But of coursein service |l was cdled
George and when | worked as an acountant; yeah, | was called George,
because that was; you knav you hed to list your first, middle, last name.
So, if someone cdls me George today, | probably knew them in service.

Y ou spent 2 yearsin the Army?
Yed.
What were your duties?

Well, | went through clasdfication and assgnment at Fort Sheridan and
the guy said, aid you gaduate from college?™ and | said, 3yeah® and he
said, Awvhat was your degree€” and | said, dmanagement® and he said,
Fadory management or personnel management® and | reali zed that the
army didn't have any factories, (Laugher) because d that time | thought
red fast like that and | said, 3ersonrel® and so he put down personrel
management and | was asggned to a personnel inspedion tean onthe
West coast and we traveled aroundand inspected personnel records for
service, largely to find ou if there was any favoritism being played by;
you know, to keep guys from going overseas, usually athletes. That was
my primary resporsibility to find ou that; becaise | remember we ran
aaossOllie Matson,whowas a gred football player at; | think the
University of San Francisco and some of these; some of the generals were
red jocks and they would try to keep these ahletes onthe football team
and send somebody el se overseas, so that was part of our jobwasto find
out if the guys who were suppased to be going overseas were adually
going oversess.

So dd you have awy friends that went to Korea?
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Weéll, yeeh | knew some. | knew guys that went over. Infad, the rest of
the team, they were dl guyswho had just come badc from Korea They
were; they had the CIB, the Combat Infantryman’'s Badge. So, they had
spent time in Korea and they would tell me @ou it and | never felt |
missed anything by not going. (Lauglter)

| do appreciate everyone who served, so thank you for your service
(Laughter) Now are you still i n any contad with any of your former
comrades or those you worked with as well when you worked as an
acourntant?

No, nd so much guys I'd worked with, guys | grew up; guys | went to
high schod or college with. | donit think | was anywhere long enough to
make any friendships. (Laugher)

: Youve been married to Ginniesince1963? What's the seaet to along,

happy marriage?

| think laughter. 1 think if youlook at most comedians, their marriages
tendto last, Jadk Benny and George Burns, and Sid Caeser and Buddy
Hadkett and Don Rickles. There's ssmething; it's more than just
happenstance. | think laughter hasalot to dowith the longevity of a
marriage.

Weéll, you've definitely provided laughter. (Laughter) | remember when |
was working as a CPA in Evansvill g, IN, afriend d mine named Terry
Brown, we muldnt wait to get to work, | believe it was on Tuesday
mornings, | think you were on Monday nights, Newhart?

Oh, that's right, yeah that's right.

We oouldnt wait to get to work Tuesday mornings and talk abou what
happened onNewhart the previous night. (Laugher) Did you come

up with the ideafor the Newhart finale?

No my wife came up with that.

That was excdlent, it was excdlent. (Lauglter)

Weéll, there was © much ill ogic in the show that it lent itself to that kind
of thing. The maid was an heiressand you krow the people | was

surrounced with of course.

Now, what was your favoriteroll or do you have one?
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| don't think | have one, | enjoyed them bath. | mean | enjoyed The Bob
Newhart Shav and | enjoyed Newhart and for different reasons. | can't
say | prefer one over the other.

If youwere a22 year old graduating from coll ege today, doyou think you
would beinterested in acareer in acournting?

Oh boy. (Laugher) | can't even imagine being a22 year old graduating
today. (Laughter) | dorit know, | wasjust kind d carried along by events.
You knaw it was; | wish | could say there was aplan to it, bu there was;
even when | became astand-up comic | didn't think it was going to last all
that long, certainly not aslong asit's lasted, 44years.

Do you still have anirrational fea that someone is going to say, Sorry,
Bob, bu it'sall been abig mistake (Lauglter)—you've got to return al
the money and go back to being an accourtant®?

No, | think maybe | have afuture in comedy (Laughter) after 44 years.
Do you have any movie plans right now?

Nothing right now, no, bu of course that could change.

| was pleasantly surprised with EIf. | thought it was very good.

Oh, | enjoyed that, yeah, | enjoyed that very much.

Well, | realy do appreciate the opportunity you've given meto talk to
you. It redly has been an horor to visit with you.

Weéll, thank you.

Thank you, Bob, for al those years of comedy! Youare aclassad and afavorite

of acountants everywhere.



